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AM SA LM. XXXIII. 20, 21; Aſs: 

Our Soul waiteth for the Lord: „H 43 
our Help and our Shield. For our 
Heart ſhall rejoice in him; becauſe 
we have truſted in his holy Name. 


Let thy Mercy, O Lord, be upon u, 
_ according as we bod in thee, 


H E FORE Part of theſe Words 
is a Declaration of Truſt and 
Confidence in Gop, ariſi ing, 
by way of Conclufion, fromi 

juſt and affecting ſenſe of lis 
ſupreme 1 perpetual Government of the 
World: And the latter Part of them is a 
Petition for obtaining the divine Protection 

and Favour, in Proportion as ſuch Truſt 

| and Confidence influence the Heart of e 


who make "mY 


| The Introduction of this Plalm e 
ol repeated Exhortations to good Men, to 
| Celebrate the Praiſes of God, in adiſtinguyſh- 

ed Manner. From thence tlie inſpired Au- 
thor — to * the Reaſons why 
A 2 ſuch 


— 


9 WV mn . „ c 
2 * 2 I * 2A *% 
i * * S 7 
a , 
: * N g 
* = : * 
= o 
* 
1 . » 
4 * 
* - 
* : ' 
- L 
= 
Ws 5 


ſuch Praiſes are due to God, and ought to 
be paid him. He firſt. takes notice of thi 
Reditude and Goodneſs of his Nature, and 
then paſſes on to diſplay theſe Characters 
together with his. Power and Majeſty, in 
his Works both of Creation and Providence. 
After this tis particularly remarked, that 
the Safety and Happineſs of States and 
Kingdoms are to be aſcribed to the divine 
Protection and Favour, and not to the Num- 
ber, Strength, or Valour of the People. 
There is no King ſaved by the Multitude of 
an Hoſt: A mighty Man is not delivered by 
much Strength, A Horſe is a vain thing 
for Safety. neither ſhall he deliver any 
by his great Strength, ver. 16, 17. Next 
follow the Conditions upon which God's 
Aſſiſtance may be expected. Bebold, tbe 
Eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, 
ubon them that hape in his Mercy, ver. 18. 
To which-is ſubjoined, by way of Gonclu- 
ſion from the Whole, in the Words of the 
Text: Our Soul waiteth for the Lord; He 
i our Help and our Shield: For our Heart 


ſhall rejoice in him, becauſe we. have truſted 


in his Holy Name. Let thy Mercy, O Lord, 
he upon us according as we Hope in Thee, _ 
Prom theſe Words ] deſign to Treat upon 
the Four following Propoſitions, as being, 
What I apprehend, ſuitable, to the preſent. 

* OM | Firſt, 


"ra 


Fir 
and the Advantages which Nations procure; 
over each Other, by means of War, depend, 
originally, and in the ſtricteſt Senſe, 2900 


God's Providence. Hence, 


_ Secondh, That no Kingtow or Pipl 
however ſuperior they may 1magine them- 
ſelves to be, or they really are, in Policy, 
or Strength, or even in both, to their Ene- 
mies, ought to rely ſolely upon their own. 
Abilities, or be elated with Notions, that 
Victory is at their own Diſpofal, and that 
they cannot fail to obtain it, whenever _ 
think fit to have Recourſe to Arms. 15 | 


Thirdh, That therefore the Duty and * 
tereſt too dof all Nations, in Seaſons of pub- 
lick War, is to place their chief Confidence 
in God, and to hope for a Bleſſing upon 
their Counſels and Arms, more from his 
F avour, than from their own Power. And, 


Lafth, 1 ſhall conlider ; in what manner 


this national Relianceupon God ought to be 
demonſtrated, as a Ground of * 


ment to expect his Aſſiſtance. 


The Firſi Propoſition i is, That the Uſe- 
fulneſs of Armies, and the Advantages 
which Nations procure over each other, 


by 


"That the Ukfalaes ef AB  - 


121 


5 9 Means of War, depend originally, and . 
the ſtricteſt ae upon God 8 Provi- 


There 8 little e to a 
bliſh this Truth. The Notion of God, as 


an abſolutely perfect Being, infers his ſu- 
preme Diſpoſal of Events. Whatever con- 
| curring Circumſtances produce Victory; | 


| thoſe Circumſtances are of his Appointment. 


That Prudence and Valour which give the 
Advantage even to a weaker Army, and 
that Miſcondu& and Fear which bring De- 
feat upon the Stronger, if traced to their 
Original, muſt be confeſſed to be the Effects 


of an inviſible and almighty Power. And 


in general, wherever Victory inclines, the 
Ballance is always turned by the Hand of 
God, the ſupreme Arbiter. Upon this Ac- 
Count, one of the incommunicable Cha- 
racers aſcribed to him in Scripture is, That 
he is the Lord of Hoſts, or God of Armies, 
The great, the mighty God, be Lord of | 
Hoſts is bis Name, Jerem. xxxii. 18. As I 
live, ſaith the King, whoſe Name is the 
Lord of Hoſts, xlvi. 18. And the Hymn 
uſed by our Church, in the Morning Service, 
celebrates him under the ſame Title; Holy, 


Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth, that! = 


Lord God of Armies; For ſo the Word S4. 
Vuaoth f fignifies,, - 2 
* And 
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And as the Reaſon of this Appellation 
is founded on God's ſupreme Dowtnlng ſo. 
the end of it is to raiſe an awful and affect 
ing Senſe of this ſupreme Dominion in the 
Minds of Men. Armies are the moſt for- 
midable Collections of human Power. The 

Force and Terror of them affect whole Na- 
tions. Whatever is eſteemed dear, Eſtates, 
Liberties, Life, and All, are the common 
Prey of a conquering Hoſt. And yet the 
1 moſt potent Armies are leſs able to reſiſt the 
* Omnipotence of God, than an helpleſs In- 
Fant is, to oppoſe their Devaſtations. He ig 
therefore called the Lord of Hoſts, to bring 
to our Mind an Inſtance of Power, which 
of all others is beſt fitted to excite our Re- 
/ Yerence and Admiration © © | 


And this Doctrine of God's ſupreme Do- 
minion over Armies is much inſiſted upon 
in the divine Writings, and verified by ma- 
ny illuſtrious Examples. Thine, O Lord, is 
he Greatneſs, and the Power, and the Glo- 
r, and the Victory, and the Majeſiy: For 
all that is inthe 3 and in the Earth 
is thine: Thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, 

and thou art exalted as Head above a 

I Chron. xxix. 11. I is God that giveth 
Victory to Kings, and delivereth his Servants 
From the hurt ful Sword, Plalm cxliv, 19. 
"Not by Army, nor by Power, but by my Spi- 


% 


| — 4 
nit, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Zechariah iv. 6. 
ffrong and mighty, the Lord mighty in Bat 
dle, Plal xxiv. 8. Who is the King of Glory, 
the Lord of Hoſts, he is the King of Glory, 
ver. 10. Therefore the Flight ſhall periſh 
from the Swift, and the Strong ſball not 
Arengt lien his Force, neither ſhall the Mighty 
deliver himſolſ; neither ſball he ſtand that 
bandleth the Bow, and he that is Swift of 
Foot ſhall not deliver bimfelf, neic her ſhall 
be that rideth the Harfe, deliver himſelf, 
And be that is couragious among the Mighty, 
fall flee away naked, ſuub the Lord, Amos 
It was upon this. Principle that Fonathan 
and his Armour: bearer attacked a numerous 
Gar iſon of the Philiſtinat; Ant the Succeſs 
of that Enterprize is an eminent Inſtance to 
confirm it. This pious Warrior ſaid to 
the young Man that bare his Armoum; Come, 
and let us go over to the Gariſon of theſe 
Uncircumciſed; It may be that. the Lord will 
work for us: For there is no Reſtraint to 
the Lord, to ſave by many on by Few, 1 Sam. 
| xiv. 6. And the Event anſwered their Ex- 
zeftations; for they came off Conquerors, 
and flew of their Enemies ten Times their 
own Number. a be: 
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The Defeat of the Midianites under tie 
Tonduct of Gideon, is another remarkable 
Proof, that Victory is not to be aſeribed to 

the Arm of Fleſh, but to the overruling 

Power of God. The Lord ſaid unto Gide- 

on, The People that are with thee, are ton 

' many r for mie to give the Midianites into x heir 
Hanas, leſt Iſrael vaunt 3 Againſt 

me, ſaying, Mine own Hand bath, ſave 

me, Judges vii. 2. This too numeraus Body. 
was therefore reduced, by a peculiar Pro- 
vidence, to three Hundred; which hand- 

ful of Men, crying out, The Sword of the. 

Lord and Gideon, aſſaulted and vanquiſhed 
an Hoſt of Midianites and Amalekites; and 
all the Children of the Eaft, who are ſaid 

Jo have lain along in the Valley like Graſs 
Hoppers for Multitude; and that their Ca- 

melt were without Number, as the Sand by 

the Seaſids for Multitude, ver. 12. 
I will mention only one Example more, 
recorded in Scripture, leaving the reſt to 
your private Recollection. It is that of 
good King Fehofſhaphat, wlio, upon the 
News of a mighty Army of Foreiners, co- 
ming to invade his Kingdom, ſet himſelf to 

ſeek the Lord, and proclaimed a Faſt through- 
out all Fudah. His Prayer upon this Occa- 
fion began thus ; 'O Lord God of our Fathers, 
art not thou God in Heaven? And ruleſt not 
thou over all the King dums of the — 

N 3 And 
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And in thine Hand is there not. Power and 


Might, ſo that none is able to withſlandthee ? 
And concludes, O our God wilt not thou 


Judge our Enemies? For we have no Might 


againſt this great Company that cometh TY 


. gainſt us; neither know we what to do, but 


aur Eyes are upon thee, 2 Chron. xx. 3, 6, 12. 


The Anſwer he received from God was 


this; Hearken ye, all Fudah, and ye Inha- 
bitants of Feruſalem, and thou Ming Feho- 


fhaphat ; Thus ſaith the Lord, Be not afraid, 


nor diſmayed by reaſon of this great Mul- 


titude; For the Battle is not yours, but 
God's, ver. 15. And the Conſequence was, 


that this vaſt, and formidable Army was 


totally overthrown; which ſurprizing 
Providence cauſed the Fear of God to fall 
upon all the Kingdoms of thoſe Countries, 


when they had heard, that the Lord fought 
againſt the Enemies of Iſrael, ver. 29. 


« Theſe are illuſtrious Demonſtrations of 


the ſupreme Dominion of God, in diſpoſing 


of Victory, according to his own Will, and 


not by the means of human Prudence or 


Power. *Twas thus he fulfilled his Pro- 


miſe to his People. Five of you ſhall chaſe 


an Hundred, and an Hundred of you ſhall 
put Ten-Thouſand to Flight; And your Ene- 


mies ſhall fall before you by the Sword, Lev. 
xxvi. 8. And from hence we are taught, 


* 


That 


1 - 


That it is better to truſt in the Lat, than 
Jo put Confidence in Man; It is better to 
truſt in the Lord, than to 2 W in 
Princes, Pal. cxviii. 8, + 7 


And this leads usto the S:condPropoſition, 
which contains, that no Kingdom or People, 
however ſuperior they may imagine them- 
ſelves to be, or they really are, in Policy 
or Strength, or even in both, to their Ene- 
mies, ought to rely ſolely upon their own 
Abilities, or. be elated. with' Notions, that 
Victory is at their own Diſpoſal, and that 
they cannot fail to obtain it, whenever fy 
E. fit to ave Recourſe to Arms. En 


nf God be the dura Ruler of 
Amer if the Greateſt, as well as the 
Smalleſt. be alike under his abſolute Dif] po- 
ſal; if he can inſpire Courage, and Wiſdom 
into the Weakeſt, ſufficient to confound the 
Strongeſt; if he fetteth up one, aud pullet h 
down anather, not according” to their ap- 
parent Circumſtances, but agrecably to his 
own independent Will, and Pleaſure: It is 
then the moſt intolerable Arrogance and 
Folly for any People, though the moſt pow- 
erful upon the Face of the whole Earth, 
to rely ſolely upon their own Abilities, and 
to flatter their Pride with the Notion, that 
11 is impoſſible but that they with ſuch ſu- 

5 2 perior 


F 
| 8 Forces, muſt come off Conquerors. 
he Maxim never to be departed from is, 
That God is the only Giver of nll Vitory. 
And if this Maxim be duly impreſſed upon 
the Mind, it will cauſe even the moſt Potent 
to expect Succels to their Arms, more from 
the divine Aſſiſtance than from their own. 


Abilities. Except the Lord keep the City, 


the Watchman waketh but in vain, Pſal. 
cxxvii. 1. Shall the Ax boaſt it ſelf againſt 
Hin that heweth therewith Or ſhall the 
Sat magnify it ſelf againſt him that ſhaketh 
mit? As if the Rod ſhould ſhake it ſelf againſt 
them that lift it up? Or as if the Staff 
ſhould lift up it ſelf, as if it were no Wood, 
Iſa. x. 15. Put not your truſt in Princes, nor in. 
.the Son of Man, in whom there is no Help. 
Happy is he that bath the God of Facob for 
bis Help, whoſe Hope is in the Lord bis God, 


Plual. cxlvi. 3, 5. 


The Sin and Folly of Self- dependence 
ought more particularly to be inſiſted upon 
to a People, who imagine themſelves to have 
the Advantage of their Enemies, in the viſi- 
ble Means of Victory. The Pride and In- 
attention of Men are ſo prevalent, that they. 
are ever too ready to aſcribe the Event of 


\ . Things to ſecond Cauſes only. They forget, 


_ eſpecially when they themſelves are the In- 
ſtruments, what is due to God, the firſt and 
ES TY ſupreme 
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ſupreme Diredor, upon whom all fond 
Cauſes abſolutely depend. Their Thoughts 
are like thoſe of the proud King of Irin, 
© who boaſted, By che Gi Serengeh of of my Hand 
I baue done it, and by my Wiſdom, For 1 
am Prudent: I ' bave removed th Bounds of 
the People, and bave robbed their Treaſures ; 
I bave put down the Inhabitants like a vali- 
ant Man, Iſa. x. 13. But God is a King o- 
ver the Children of Pride, Job xli. 34. And 
the ſureſt way for a People to render their 
ſuperior Strength and Skill ineffectual, is 
to place a vain Confidence in their own A 
bilities, neglecting to acknowledge God's 
ſupreme Dominion, and humbly to: > ſeek for 
his Aſſiſtance. How art thou fallen from 
„Heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the Mornin bf 
" How art thou cut down to the Ground! 
thou haſt ſaid in thine Heart, I 2 5 a- 
ſcend into Heaven, I will eralt 
above the Stars 7 God, Ii xiv. "Oo 
5 Hence, . 


Thirdh, It is the Dine, and W too 
of all Nations, in Seaſons of publick War, 
to place their chief Confidence in God, and 
to hope for a Bleſling upon their Counſels 
and Arms, more from his Favour, than 
from their own Power. 


Al States, in tine of Wat, avgfic to 
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exert every — the are poſſeſit 


_ order to ſubdue their Enemies. This 


ifies their Conduct in making the moſt 
powerful Preparations; and a different man- 
ner of acting would expoſe them to the Re- 
proaches of e Folly. God himſelf 
requires that they ſhould uſe whatever Abili- 
ties he has put into their hands, and not tempt 
him, by expecting Victory, or Deliverance, 
from miraculous Interpoſitions of Providence 
if they wilfully neglect their own Endea- 
yours. It would be Preſamption for a Pi- 
lot to imagine that Providence would direct 
His Ship to its Harbour, without the Appli- 
- cation of his own Skill; and it would be no 
leſs Preſumption for him to depend that 
his own Skill, be it never ſo great, would 
carry it thither, without the Bleſſing of 
Providence. And when a People have got 
together even their utmoſt Forces, and ap- 
pear. on that Account to be far more potent 
than their Enemies, yet they ſtill ſhould 
remember God, and implore his Favour: 
For deſtitute of i this; their Strength is Wetk- 
_ neſs, their Glory is Shame, and their Suc- 
ceſs will be Deplorable. Thus ſaith the 
Lord; Let not the wiſe Man glory in his 
Wiſdom, neither. let the mighty Man glory in 
his Might, let not the rich Man glory in his 

Riches : But let him that glorieth, glory i in 
tue Lard, Jerem. 1 ix. 23. 2 Cor. x. 17 
pro- 


+ proceed to th 


> 


ted; as à Ground of Encouragement to ex- 


Let it be obſerved, Firſt, in general, 


that every reaſonable dependance of receiv- 


ing Aſſiſtance from God, includes in it a 
ſincere Intention of Obedience to his Com- 
mands. To conform our Deſires and Acti- 
ons to the Dictates of Reaſon, and the Laws 


of Revelation, is the only ſure way of pur - 


chaſing his Favour. Is it not the moſt 


glaring Abſurdity for a People who blaſ- 


pheme his Name, oppoſe his Will, contra - 
dict his Precepts, and deſpiſe his Ordinan- 


Ves, to hope that he will eſpouſe their Cauſe, | 
and conduct it to an happy Iſſue? Can they 


chooſe a more certain Means of provoking 
his Reſentment, and driving him to abandon 


their Counſels arid Arms, and give them up 


to be a Prey to their Enemies? Them that 


honour me, ſaith the Lord, I will honours 
and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly efteem- 
ed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. How vain then would 


it be for a People to rely upon the Strength 


of their Armies, if their Iniquities have ſe. 


F perated between them and their God, and 


their Sius have cauſed him to hide his Face 
from them, that he will not hear? Iſa, Iix. 2. 
e N eee Xl 
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e Laſt Propoſition, which 
is to conſider in what manner this nationak 
Reliance upon God ought: to be demonſtra- 
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10 apply this to. our ſelves. Lets it be 


granted that we far exceed our preſent Ene- 


mies in all the apparent Means of Victory; 


that we have more Riches, truer Courage, 
ſuperior Policy, ſtronger. Fleets, and better 
Armies. Will theſe Things avail, if God 


get h not forth with our Hoſis 2 And if our 
ers are generally corrupted, and all 


| true ſenſe of Religion extremely decayed a- 


3 us, have we not Reaſon to rae i that 


| God willrefuſe us his Countenance? Should 


we not take this Opportunity of confider- 
ing our Ways and our. Doings, (which God 


knows are bad enough) and be perſwaded, 
as we defire the divine Favour, to correct 


and reform them? Will it not be eſteemed 


a ſolemn Mockery, and therefore a fad 
Aggravation of our Guilt, to appear before 


the Lord with Fafting, and Promcs under 


à Pretence of appeaſing him, and then im- 


mediately return to our former Wickedneſs? 


Can we be ſo void of Diſcernment, as to 
think that ſuch formal and hypocritical Ser- 
vices can pleaſe him, or obtain that Pro- 
tection and Help which we have been aſk- 


ing of him, againſt our Enemies? We have 


acknowledged this Day, before the Lord, 


that rd are a ſinful 22 unfruitfid un- 
der the means. of” Grace, . 1 the Li 2 


me enjoy ; overrun Arty P rofaneneſe, Infide- 
lity, AP res, Schiſms, groſs Impurities, and 


ct ber 8 Offences, we have profeſſed 
8 too, 


Pg 


at 


toe, WT: with dien fas ig conprice 2 


we bewail theſe our Tranſgrefſions ant 


Wretchedneſs 75 And the doing © all this, in 
the preſent ſolemn Manner implies a Promiſe | 0 
of Repentance and Amendment. Will it 
not therefore be a moſt unpardonable Af. 
front to God, if after all theſe Pretences of 
HFumiliation and Contrition, we return to 
our uſual Sins and Impieties? Shall we nor 
then have juſt Ground to fear, that God will 
forſake us, as we have forſaken: him, and 
give us up to the Will of our Enemies? 
Let us then ſeriouſiy conſider theſe Things, 
and reſolve upon a better Practice: Let us, 


as the Prophet adviſes, ſeeł Gond and not 
Evil, that we may live; And ſo the Lord, as * 


God, ih Haſs agg be with us, Agios v. 14. 


"ou 28 general I an are leſs affecl· : 
ing, we ſhould be adviſed to examine*oup 7 
Conſciences very exactly, that we may 7 


diſcern what particular Offences we are 


blameable for, and be perſwaded to ſet . 5 


bout, i in Ng Ernest to reform them. 


U pe pon ſuch a Scrdtiny it will be bund c 
Firſt. That we are not either duly ſenſible of 


the national Bleſſings we enjoy, or are not 


enough thankfulfgr them. God has for a 
n while "ny favoured us wich, more 
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1 more Riches, more Safety, He in 


general with more Proſperity, both in our 
temporal and ſpiritual Concerns, than per- 
haps any other Nation under the whole 


Heavens has experienced in the ſame Time. 


This cannot be denied by any who are ca- 
pable, and willing to make the Coder, ; 


And yet, what an amazing Spirit of Diſ- 


content and Ingratitude reigns among us? 


How many are there, who are for ever com- 
laining of the Times, and think themſelves 


Ill dealt with, under the free and plentiful 


Enjoyments of Advantages, which the Peo- 


ple of other Countries would eſteem matters 
of the higheſt Happineſs? Hence it is that 


they neglect all Thanks to God, and are 


* 


perpetuall) exaſperating themſelves and o- 


thers with reſtleſs Complaints, and Cla- 


mours, under Circumſtances far better than 


they deſerve, and which, if they had either 
Senſe or Grace enough to rehiſh them as 


they ought, would be a fufficient Ground 


of much Pleaſure and Contentment. Becauſe, 


ſays God to the ungrateful Jews, thou fer- 
vedfl-not the Lord thy God with Foyfulneſs, 
and with Glaaneſs of Heart, for the abun- 


4 þ rot of all Things; therefore ſhale thou 
 Ferve thine Eumir which the Lord ſball 
ſend againſt thee, in H. unger, and in Thirſt, 


and in Nakedneſs, and in want of all Things, 


I xxvii· 47, 48. God grant that our 


* Diſcontent 


— 5 


17 . Es 


F ad Unthankfulnefs ps not 
_=_—= him to deprive us of the many and 
peculiar Bleſſings, by which he has diſtin- 
guiſhed us; And that he may not force us 
to learn their Value, and be made ſenſible 
of our Folly, and Ingratitude, oy benen 


us to the Want of them. 


| Sicondy, Let it be chloe; chi this 
"complaining and diſſatisfied Temper, eſpe- 
cially concerning political Advantages, leads 
us into another Fault; namely, Irreverence 
towards our. Governours, through whom 
theſe Advantages are conveyed to us. Our 
Hiſtories cannot furniſh us with a Period, 
when the People of this Kingdom enjoyed 
Ao: many Privileges, and Emoluments of 
Government, nor in ſo uninterupted a Man- 
ner as they do at this very Inſtant. No 
Man is infringed in his Liberty; No Man 
injured in his Property; No Man diſturb- 
ed in his lawful Trade; No Man reſtrain- 
cd, but in ſuch Caſes only, as. would be to 
the publick Detriment ; No Man deprived 
of the Fruits of an honeſt Induſtry; No 
Man oppreſſed in Conſcience. The De- 
ſcription of God's People has, for a long 
Time paſt, been juſtly applicableto us--- And 
Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafely, every Man 
under his Vine, and _— YL hg rc rom 


Dan even to Beer-ſbeba, al the Days of — | 
C2 1 lomon, 
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lomon, 1 Kings iv. 25. And yet what a 
Airulent, impudent, and wicked Current of 
Abuſe, againſt thoſe whom God has ſet over 
us, and by whoſe prudent, and mild Admi- 
niſtration we partake of ſuch ineſtimable 
Benefits, overfſows among us? What mul- 
titudes are there who have neither Virtue 
enough to order their own Affairs with to- 
lerable Decency, nor Capacity enough to be 
Judges even in the moſt eaſy Parts of Go- 
vernment, and are yet perpetually cenſur- 
ing, condemning, and reviling their Rulers, 
as if they themſelves were both the beſt, and 
wiſeſt of Men? How many who abound 
in Wealth, and Plenty, and Eaſe, and Se- 
curity, and yet een againſt their Go- 
vernors, (to whom they owe the unmoleſted 
Poſſeſſion of theſe Bleſſings,) perhaps in a 
more outragious Manner, than if they were 
groaning under their Oppreſſion? And how 
many who labour to poſſeſs the People 
with Notions of Hardſhips, Injuries, and 
Severities brought upon them by the preſent 
| Government, when they themſelves are a 
moſt notorious Proof againſt their own Ac- | 
- cuſation, by being let alone in Practices, 
which in moſt other Nations would draw” 
upon them the ſevereſt Puniſhments? | 


/ 


Theſe are the crying Sins of this Nation. 
We neither fear Cod, nor honour the King, 


"we - 
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pe are alike unthankful both for the god 


Things we receive from Heaven, and from 


bur Benefactors. Plenty, Peace, and Safety, 

have made us impious, licentious, and un- 
governable; of the Rock that begat us are we. 
unmindful, and have forgotten God that für- 


med us, Deut. xxxii. 18. Who ſay, with 


our Tingye will we prevail, our Tipe are 
our own; who is Lord over us? Plal. xii. 4. 


Preſumptuous are we, ſelf-willed, and are 


nor afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities, 2 Pet. 


11.10. 


 Thirdh, Let us ſurvey our Behaviour in 
Matters of more private Concern. Can we 
Time, in which Profaneneſs, 


imagine = | | | 
Impiety, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Debau- 


/ chery, Injuſtice, Lying, Railing, Malice, 
. Uncharitableneſs, and. want of Chriſtian 


Affection, were followed ina more general, 
or more extravagant Manner? Does not eve- 
ry Converſation ſupply us with unexcepti- 
onable Inſtances, proving the Truth of this 
Charge? Are not Children trained up from 


their Infancy, by the Example and Encou- 
ragement of their Parents and Superiors 


to the Exerciſe of theſe Vices, and even to 


take Pleaſure in boaſting of their early Pro- 


ficiency in them? And are not the Old ſeen 
to keep on in their Wickedneſs, without e- 


ven a Shew of Reformation, tho they feel 


ö themſelves. 
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| Tevitable Paſſage. to Judgment, and Can- 
demnation? Will the Uncharitable ever 
forgive? Will the Un uſt EY oneſt? Will 
the Debauchee be 2 l Will Evil- 
ſpeakers ceaſe from defaming, or Lyars 
be reconciled to Truth? Will Swearers for- 
bear to pollute the Name of God, or the 
Prophane, to ridicule his Worſnip? Hear, 


O Heavens, and give Ear, O Earth; Far 
the Lord bath ſpoken , I have nouriſhed and 
brought up Children, "and they bave rebelled 


= * mne. . Ab Sinful Nation, à People la- 
de 


„ with Triquity, 4 Seed. of evil Doers; 
'E hildren that are Corrupters They have For- 


Halen tbe Lord! The whale Head is ſict, 


and the whole Heart faint, fac i. 2, Kc. 


ae Celts e (RP abſolute as of 


"Amendment. We muſt reform our Manners 
before we are allowed to hope that God will 
be our Protector, and Avenger. Let us 
then break off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, and 
ou Iniquities by ſbewing Mercy to the Poor, 
Dan, iv. 27. Let us rent our Hearts, and 


,not' our Garments, and turn unto the "Fae? ; 


err God, Joel 11. 13. Let ri our? e | 
his Way, and the. Unrighteous his 


*T 1 Ifa. Iv. 7. Let us eſeem all Men, 
kve the Brotherhood, fear God and honour 


be Lis. I Pet, ii. 17. Let us be 1 | 
and 


j 


OOO ONT OT PER SST IO OO 

7 min Rs > r . 
e 
a r 7 PL 


5 "I : "TIT of © 2 1 "TE a \ 
St He e ö 
4 72 25 N * W W FA N 8 en *. >. * "IB IS 
7 . 4 þ C 71 Þ : * — 
P £ e OS. oh „ „ e 
n * LF 
| ** . 7 gu « N 
1 . " \ 


Sees Ty, 
” ws 8. 7 Cs $ 
4 27 1 4 6 A 
7 - 
£8 «+ : 4 y * 14 5 x Wh ; 
— JL * n 1 9 
: * * * 230 2 . 
- . %< * 70 | ; 
* + * 4 2 r + Sk 82 
Pa, - - 8 
. « 4 * > ub a 
5 2 4 . 1 * 
* - * 4 2 P44 
7 8 1 1 


and contented Subjects, honeſt and ſoben 

Men, kind and peaceable Neighbours, and 

| ſincere and pious Chriſtians. Upon theſe 
Conditions we may humbly expect the Bleſs. = 

' ſing of God upon our Arms. Woo 4 
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Finally, let us lift up our Eyes unto He. 
ven, — and bleſs the moſt High, and praiſe 
and honour him that liveth for ever, whoſe 
Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, and his 
Kingdom from Generation to Generation, in 
Compariſon of whom a/ the Inhabitants of . 
the Earth are reputed as Nothing; who do. 
eth according to his will in the Army of Hea- © 
ven, and among the Inhabitants of the Earth: 
And none can ſlay his Hand, or ſay unto him, 
what doſt thou ? Dan. iv. 34, 35. Let us call 
upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praiſed; 
” ſo ſhall we be ſafe from our Enemies. For 
the Lord redeemeth the Soul of his Servants, 
and none of them that truſt in him ſhall be 
deſolate, Pſal. xxxiv. 22. . 


Now unto the King eternal immortal, in- 


viſible, the only wiſe God be Honour "and | 
Glory for Ever and Ever. Amen. 


— 


FINIS. 


* 


* 


Wm 


N 


—— — * 
N. 


— 


. 
* 


N 


* 


